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Dear Sir / Madam,

Please find attached further comments from West Camel Parish Council that build on
our original Representation and reflect our position following the Preliminary and
First Open Hearing held on 12th December 2018.

Kind regards.

Les Stevens
Clerk to West Camel Parish Council
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WRITTEN SUBMISSION ON BEHALF OF WEST CAMEL PARISH COUNCIL. 


West Camel Parish Council considers itself to be the most affected by Highways England’s 
proposals to dual this section of the A303.  Although Council remain broadly supportive of the need 
to dual this section of the A303, the intransigent position adopted by the Applicant, refusing to 
consider modifications repeatedly requested by all three neighbouring parish councils, has caused 
West Camel Parish Council to consider withdrawing its general support for the scheme. 
 
1. Traffic Forecast for West Camel – H.E. state in their response to Council’s Representations that 
they do not consider their forecast increase in traffic, using the unclassified roads through West 
Camel village as a ‘rat-run’, to be ‘significant’.  
 
They overlook the fundamental design flaw that perpetuates and exacerbates an already intolerable 
situation where 2,000 vehicles per day use the single track, unclassified lanes in and through West 
Camel Village as their daily commute route of choice. 
 
The scheme as proposed by H.E. will encourage this practice at the expense of the residents of our 
and neighbouring communities.  We have an ‘accident blackspot’ at the crossroads with the Queen 
Camel / Bridgehampton road where drivers exiting the A303 fail to ‘give way’ and collide with a 
vehicle that technically has the ‘right of way’.  This happens on numerous occasions and statistically 
some result in collisions.  In the main the ‘innocent party’ is a local person and almost inevitably the 
‘guilty party’ is ‘rat-running’ from the A303.  
 
West Camel Parish Council implore the Planning Inspectorate to address this issue formally by 
imposing a requirement for significant traffic monitoring and mitigation measures to be provided 
within an S106 agreement as part of the DCO process. 
 
  
2. Retention of the old A303 as a ‘local road’ – West Camel PC have consistently lobbied for the 


retention of the old A303 as a ‘local road’ between Hazelgrove and Podimore and have strenuously 


pointed out during the consultation period, that in the last two incarnations of a dualling scheme, the 


then Consulting Engineers (the last of whom were also Mott-MacDonald) designed a scheme with a 


retained local road!  


We refer the Inspectorate to the submissions of Bryan Norman (BSc (Est Man) F.R.I.C.S ), who also 


represents the three neighbouring parish councils and Hazlegrove school and Mr Allen Keith Tingey  


(a West Camel resident, retired Quantity Surveyor, former parish councillor and member of our 


A303 Working Party). 


The case made by these two gentlemen is fully supported by Council and is self-explanatory, even 


to non-engineers. 


Highways England have never formally stated that a parallel road can’t be built and have never 


explained why they appear to be against the idea. 


We would point out that a great many of the questions raised by the Planning Inspectorate in ExQ1 


(20th December 2018) would be fully answered by the provision of a local road. 


Highways England went on record at the First Open Hearing on 12th December 2018 that they 


consider inclusion of a local parallel road (the missing 0.9k) would require withdrawing their DCO.   


If this is the case, then West Camel Parish Council suggest that the current DCO should be 


withdrawn and resubmitted WITH the inclusion of a parallel local road 







3 Hazelgrove (Sparkford) Junction). The unorthodox design and layout of the proposed 
Hazlegrove junction (unique we believe in the UK) will have a negative environmental impact on 
local communities. 
    i. It will destroy far more of the (Listed) Hazlegrove parkland than necessary. 
   ii. it will needlessly increase the length of journeys to and from Hazlegrove School. 
  iii. It will needlessly increase the distance travelled by traffic joining the eastbound carriageway of 
the A303 from the A359 (south). 
  iv. It will encourage such traffic to take a short cut through the middle of Sparkford village. 
   v. It will encourage traffic to avoid this junction and use the east bound junction above West 


Camel (Downhead Junction). 


We doubt that H.E. have modelled that impact on traffic flows that will result from driver response to 


this impractical design. 


West Camel PC believe that the alternative design contained within Mr Bryan Norman’s written 


submission (representing the three neighbouring parish councils and Hazlegrove school) mitigates 


and or removes the negative points made above. 


Again Highways England went on record at the First Open Hearing on 12th December 2018 that 


they consider amending the design of Hazlegrove interchange would require withdrawing their DCO.   


If this is the case, then West Camel Parish Council suggest that the current DCO should be 


withdrawn and resubmitted WITH the inclusion of an amended Hazlegrove interchange. 


 


4. Proposed diversion via A359 – At what point in the DCO process will the Highways England 


TMP actually be available for comment? 


In our original Representation West Camel Parish Council made its opposition to the proposed 


diversionary route quite clear as something that would not be followed and would result in wholesale 


‘sat-nav’ guided ‘rat-running’ through local communities.  West Camel also has an environmental 


7.5 tonne weight restriction in place, which is already generally ignored and not enforced. 


Conclusion – West Camel Parish Council have throughout the ‘Consultation Process’ remained 
fully supportive of the need to dual this section of the A303.  However, we strongly believe that in an 
urgency to meet their own self-imposed timeframe, Highways England have sacrificed both 
economic and holistic opportunities that would deliver a quality, long term road solution at the least 
cost to the taxpayer.  We further believe that the changes requested are not as major as H.E. 
profess and that they could easily be accommodated within the existing DCO timeframe. 
 
However, should Highways England maintain their current intransigent position, West Camel 
Parish Council strongly suggest that the current DCO should be withdrawn and an amended 
design resubmitted, in a timely manner, that fully meets the needs of road users and local 
communities for the next 25 years. 
 
 
Les Stevens 
Clerk to West Camel Parish Council 
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